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tions between the brothers continued perfectly friendly. The
younger does not appear at this juncture to have realized
what was actually impending, he probably surmised that
pressure had been put upon his brother, but trusted that he
would not yield.
About a month later, on February 6th, Colonel Wellesley
received copies of orders from England forwarded to him by
an express vessel from the Government of Madras.
These orders called for a force to be sent from India with
as litde delay as possible, to co-operate from the side of the
Red Sea, in the operations against the French in Egypt which
were being carried out under Sir Ralph Abercromby.*
Knowing that this was one of the objectives for which the
force at Trincomalee had been assembled, Colonel Wellesley,
without waiting for the Governor-General's instructions, em-
barked the troops for Bombay, the nearest provisioning
centre; in order to save time and carry out the orders of the
British Government with as little delay as possible.
On his way thither, he received the first intimation of what
was in store for him in a letter from the Governor-General
(who at that time had not received the orders from England),
stating that he had changed his plans. Admiral Rainier had
refused to co-operate against the Isle of France, and the expe-
dition was now destined for Batavia, with General Baird in
command and Colonel Wellesley as second-in-command.
Immediately after the reduction of Batavia, [the letter continued] a
proper garrison having been appropriated to the defence of that place,
it is my intention that the remainder of the troops, together with such
additional force as it may be advisable to apply to this service from
India, should proceed directly from Java to the attack of the Isle of
France,
* Sir Ralph Abercromby, General, 1734-1801. A distinguished
soldier. Served at Minden and in the Seven Years "War. Served as
Major-General in the campaign of Flanders 1793-4. Served in Holland
in 1799 at Bergen-op-Zoom. Commanded die Egyptian Expedition in
1800 and was mortally wounded at the Battle of Aboukir in 1801.
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